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During the senior year, I wanted to hone in on my portrait skills and editing skills. I have 
always used Lightroom to edit my photos to do basic color correction. Color correction was 
easiest for me since I knew basic color theory. I was always nervous to start any major editing 
because I always judge my work so harshly. Seeing other people’s work combining portraits and 
photoshop editing, it actually intimidated me. I wanted to get better at it because I didn’t want my 
portraits to start off bland. I started re-editing my older portraits. I wanted my portraits to be in 
my gallery at the end of the year, but I didn’t want them to look the same. Some portraits, I did 
do color correction. However, I really like the old film look of 35mm. I did research and found out 
how to edit digital photos to look like old film photos. It takes a long time to develop film, about 3 
weeks. I wanted to learn how to give the look of film, to trick the eye. I learned all of that skill 
through research on photoshop.  

Portraits were not my strong suit. I was more focused on my concert photography as a 
career as a whole. I never thought I could get into portraits as much as I have over this past 
school year. I started really focusing on portraits in December. I had my first real portrait shoot 
that I put my all in to two days before Christmas Eve. One of my friends offered to do a trade 
where if I took portraits of her, she could practice her photography on me. I had a few ideas that 
I wanted to try out. I wanted to try to make it look like she was in a beautiful garden, even 
though we were in a small, enclosed, public botanical garden at Roger Williams College. I 
wanted to take on a shoot that I knew would challenge me. I was inspired by another 
photographer named Brandon Woelfel. He uses small lights to light his model. For example he 
uses street lamps, headlights, and nightlights to add a lighting effect to his photos. I wanted to 
get close to the same effect except with more contrast instead of light. I had to plan out this 
shoot so I knew what I was doing. It ended up being great.  

After the shoot, I wanted to edit them quickly. I wanted her to stick out from the 
background as well. I sat down and found some photos that looked like the image in my head. 
My biggest influences were Annie Leibovitz, Ansel Adams, and Adam Elmakias. They use black 
and white, but also color, to balance contrast. I wanted my model to stand out with a dull 
background. I use colors of clothing and single color background color. For example, my model 
had blonde hair and I positioned her in front of a dull christmas tree. The blonde hair contrasted 
nicely with the dark forest green. Her eyes also matched the green in the background. In the 
editing process, I made the tones cooler, to match the theme of the tree. I like a cooler tone 
photos because it’s more pleasing to look at for me. I took away some color in the photos by 
taking away some of the saturation on the model’s face. It’s hard to describe a photo, and what 
it took to get that way. There’s not a lot of color in the photo, but there’s still a little vibrancy.  

In conclusion, my process is complicated for taking a photo. I have a certain style that I 
want to maintain in every shoot. It’s hard to do that in a different location every time, but it’s a 
good challenge for myself. Doing shoots out of my comfort zone has been an amazing 



experience for me. Besides live photos, I never realized how many styles and types of 
photography there was. You can take a digital photo and make it look like it was taken on an old 
film camera. Photography, editing, and portraits can be anything you want it to be.  


