
 

 

 

 

WWII WebQuest: Life on the Homefront  
Introduction 
 
Welcome, to the 1940s.  The U.S. has entered World War II after the attack on Pearl Harbor.  Many 
people you know are overseas fighting in the war.  You are a teenager still at home with your family, and 
you have to help your mother take care of them.  Even though you are not fighting overseas, you are still 
part of the war effort on the American homefront.  When the U.S. entered the war, your life changed.  
What could you do to help at home?  What sacrifices were you going to have to make for your country 
and your family? 
 
This WebQuest will take you on a journey to the homefront of WWII to learn about what life was like for 
Americans during this turbulent time in history.  During this lesson, you will look at roles of women and 
what they did for their families and for their country, what children/teenagers did to contribute to the 
war effort, the implications of women in the workplace, and the sacrifices that Japanese-Americans had to 
make after the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
 
Task 

You will examine different websites throughout this lesson, which will guide you in your search for 
completing this assignment. The main goal is to find out what life was typically like for Americans during 
WWII. Your task will be to answer the questions provided and (optional extra credit) to complete one 
of the RAFT activities suggested to you at the end of your WebQuest.  

Process 

1) Take a look at the fads, music and radio, television, theatre and film, fashion, or any other section you 
are interested in. You might also like to see what toys children played with in the 1940s. Describe the 
atmosphere of the 1940s based on this information.  The fashion in the 40’s were reds on women's 
lips and color. For a man however, bright colors meant high fashion. Men also found tuxedos fashionable 
at the time. For cooking, it was all about reserving. Cooks made eggless cakes and sugarless cookies. A fad 
of the 1940s was also art. Betty Boop was a famous cartoon character that really symbolized life in the 
1940s. 

2) During WWII, blackouts were conducted throughout the United States.  Read about blackouts, then 
take a look at a poster warning about a blackout. What were blackouts, and why were they 
implemented? Blackouts in the 1940s were a safety precaution. They were used to ward off enemy 
planes. If all the lights were out in a large city, the enemy wouldn’t know where that city was. 

http://www.690kcee.com/nostalgia-lounge/life-in-the-40/
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/40stoys.html
http://fulton.nygenweb.net/military/WWIIblackout.html
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/homework/war/campaigns.htm#look


3) Letters were a way families could keep in touch with family members overseas.  You must read two 
letters written by U.S. Soldiers, but you may look at more if you wish. What do these letters tell you 
about life at home (and at war) during the 1940s? War was a scary time. Most of the soldiers didn’t 
have that much experience fighting. Life at home was hectic. Women had to step up and do men’s work, 
as well as take care of children. Factories also made war supplies like trucks and ammunition.  

 4) During the war, women worked in factories, volunteered, etc.  Because most of the men were 
overseas, women took on jobs typically considered only for men.  Many women went from being 
housewives to being factory workers.  Browse Rosie the Riveter’s website. First, take a look at the History 
(click on History).  Next, click on Women’s Stories and read about a couple.  Finally, click on Women’s 
Photos. How did women contribute to the war effort? How do you think people felt about women 
in the workforce?  The women were nurses and would sometimes help in factories. People at the time 
weren’t happy with women working in men’s jobs. They thought women belonged at home.  

5) In addition to working, women had to take care of their families (sometimes alone).  During WWII, 
food and clothes were rationed. Read about rationing and victory gardens.  Because of food rationing, 
mothers (and civilians in general) had to come up with different meals to feed their families.  Here are 
some recipes that might have been used on the homefront.  Here is a little something extra you might find 
funny about women's nylon stockings which were rationed during WWII. What was rationing, and why 
was it implemented? What were the effects of rationing? Rationing was a way where people could 
save product, but still help the war effort. Rationing was used to save food and other household 
necessities because  soldiers overseas, could use it too. Some families were left without food or heat for a 
week at a time.  

6) The war affected children and teenagers, as well.  They contributed to the war effort just like everyone 
else by rationing, working in victory gardens, and recycling.  In order to give you some background on the 
lives of teenagers and children, read about some actual experiences of children and teens.  Click on the 
General Childhood Experiences tab. Then, click on the Specific Childhood Experiences tab. How did the 
lives of young people in the 1940s compare to your life today? It was very difficult to live in the day. 
A lot of people were living outside of the country to fight and not knowing if they would get to come 
home.  

 7) You need to see where you and your family might have lived.  While touring the house, you will find 
more information about how young people contributed to the war effort.  Be sure to look at the living 
room AND the kitchen and click on all of the colored pictures to read about them.  How did young 
people contribute to the war effort? How does this house compare to your house today?  Think of 
the similarities and differences.  Some stayed home to help their family back at the house. The houses 
were really empty and in the living room, they sometimes even had a war poster showing victory.  

8) While all Americans had to sacrifice to a degree during the war, Japanese-Americans were forced to 
sacrifice their freedom. Read through the following information to learn about Japanese-American 
Internment Camps. What was the purpose of the internment camps? How did people react to the 
camps? Do you think the United States was justified in relocating Japanese-Americans during 
WWII? Explain your answer. Most people were imprisoned without telling their families and stayed 

http://www.pbs.org/thewar/at_home_communication_letters_diaries.htm
https://www.nwhm.org/articles/honoring-rosie-riveter-and-women-who-won-war
http://www.ameshistory.org/content/world-war-ii-rationing-us-homefront
http://www.livinghistoryfarm.org/farminginthe40s/crops_02.html
http://www.clevelandseniors.com/people/amyk-leg.htm
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/active_learning/explorations/children_ww2/children_ww2_specific.cfm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/wwii/ahf/life/index.htm
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/japanese-american-relocation
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/japanese-american-relocation


there for the rest of the war. The US didn’t want anyone from a problem country interfering with another 
WW.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra Credit (Choose 1) 

Role 

All-American Girls 

Professional Baseball 
League 

Audience 

Baseball Fans 

Format 

 Baseball Trading Card 

Task 

Create a baseball trading 
card for one of the girl 
baseball players from 
the All-American Girls 
Professional 
Baseball League. 

Role 

 1943 Homemaker 
(wife) 

Audience 

 American citizens 

Format 

 Newspaper Editorial   

Task 

Write an editorial 
explaining why women 
should enter the 
workforce.  



Role 

 Propagandist 

Audience 

 American citizens 

  

  

Format 

Pamphlet/Brochure 

Task 

 Persuade the American 
public to join the war 
effort. Provide support 
and evidence for your 
brochure to persuade  
 the American citizens to 
help in various ways. 

Role 

 Child/Teenager 

  

Audience 

 Self 

Format 

 Diary/Journal 

  

Task 

 Write a journal entry 
about your feelings of 
the war. This might 
include how you feel 
about your mother going 
to work, father going to 
war, rationing, etc.  

Role 

Japanese-American 

Audience 

Friend 

Format 

Letter 

Task 

Write a letter to a friend 
describing your life in an 
internment camp during 
WWII. 

 


