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Newly Obtained Shop Skill 

 

Building a Business 

Over the past three years, I have learned a lot of things that have to do with video and 

photography. However, this year I focused on my own business. I learned how to properly 

network myself, design my own website, and open up a store to sell prints of my art. I learned 

this myself with help from my teachers and fellow students, with them giving me criticism. I got 

criticism on my layout and colors used on my website, as well as my photos and how they were 

taken. I had many friends help me make the designs for my pins and stickers, as well as 

inspiration for my art. With their help, I made a website that fit me perfectly. I don’t think I 

could’ve done it myself if I didn’t have the friends I have now. My website is a perfect 

representation of who I am, and how my art represents who I am. I am very proud of what I did 

and how my website turned out.  

Properly networking myself has been a challenge for me for a while. This year, I have 

learned how to properly format an email and how to get my name out there as a photographer. 

As well as sending my portfolio to different outlets, I have sent photos to studios in California 

that I was hired to take. I learned how to communicate over email professionally regarding my 

photography. I also learned how to talk to management and multiple PR people.  Formatting an 

email is fairly easy, but you don’t want it to be too long. It has to be straight and to the point, as 

well as explaining exactly what you need from them. I also learned that you need to get on PR’s 



good side. A photographer needs to email a PR agent and cater to their smaller bands in order to 

get hired for bigger bands and festivals.  

The second thing I learned is how to design my own website. I used Wix to create my 

photography portfolio back in 2015, however it wasn’t until this year where I really upgraded 

how it looks. I like a simple color theme, so I went with greys, whites and blacks. Later on, I am 

going to make business cards matching that theme as well. My website is split into five 

categories...Live, Portrait, School Portfolio, Blog, and Me. Live is made up of my best concert 

photography that I’ve taken throughout the years. Portraits are my fashion photography, 

graduation photos, and headshots. My school portfolio is my best work that I’ve done for the 

school, academically and in shop. My blog is made up of photo galleries, album reviews, and 

How To’s regarding photography tips. Lastly, the “me” tab is a contact tap where people can 

send me a message if they have any questions.  

The last thing I learned in shop is how to sell my work. Right now I only have a few 

designs in my shop, but there are going to be more put out over the summer. I tried a lot of 

websites for my shop. I tried Etsy and I also tried the Wix store. I didn’t want it to be overly 

complicated for someone to order something off my site. I decided to just make a PayPal and 

advertise my items. I am currently selling prints and pins. However, I hope to make more items, 

like new designs for pins and stickers. I have four current sizes for prints, the last size is a poster 

size. All photos I post on my social media is for sale as a print. I make sure everything I post is a 

photo I was hired to take. None of my photos for sale are owned by the outlets I work with.  

In conclusion, building my own website, selling in my shop, and promoting myself have 

all helped my photography career grow. I don’t think I could’ve gotten this far with my career if 



I wasn't in the shop I’m in. All of my friends and teachers helped me when I was having trouble 

with something. Freshman year, video taught me how to shoot on manual. Now I’m building my 

own business and the class is helping me do that. I’ve gotten jobs outside of the school that I 

enjoy like photographing for the yearbook for Brown University and Roger WIlliams University. 

All of the skills I’ve learned this year have come from my friends and teachers.  


