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Vivian Maier
Vivian Maier does black and white street photography of urban life. For most of 
her life, she was a nanny. On her free time, she did street photography. During her 
lifetime, her photography was unknown. It wasn’t until she died, that her 
photographs became more known



Rule of Thirds
This represents the rule of thirds because 
the woman’s body is off to the right. You 
can see the other people and the buildings 
on the right, in comparison to the sky and 
the rays of sun on the left.



Rule of Thirds

This is rule of thirds because Ava 
is on the right. She is on the 
second line of the grid.



Leading Line
This is leading line because the lines on the 
wall are drawing your eye to the people in 
the middle waiting for a bus or cab. The 
shadows are drawing your eye in with the 
light and dark contrast.



Leading Lines

This is leading lines because the 
walkway is leading your eye to the 
benches, with some trees and 
walls in the background.



Framing
This represents framing because the child 
is looking out of the door window, or store 
window. The frame has a layered 
patterns so your eye is really drawn into 
the window at the child.



Framing

This is framing because the walls and ceiling are 
surrounding the trashcan and gives it a natural 
frame.



Repetition and Pattern

This is repetition because you have the 
center of the photo with the couple, then 
you have the same act repeating in the 
background.



Repetition and Pattern

This is repetition because the kids 
are working on a car in focus, and 
the same thing is happening in the 
background.



Balance
This photo represents balance because 
the child is off to the side and his coat is 
dark compared to the sky. Then the 
people on the bottom are lightened by the 
sun and it’s really represented by the 
angle of the camera.



Balance

This is balance because Ava is in 
focus and then there are people 
walking to class in soft focus in the 
background.



Viewpoint

This is viewpoint because the photographer, 
Vivian, is at eye level with the child and the 
child is staring straight into the lens.



Viewpoint

This is viewpoint because the 
photographer is looking up at the 
subjects and the camera angle is 
aimed up.



Background

This is background because the main 
subject is focused and there are houses and 
a tree to make the background more 
involved and interesting.



Background

This is background because the 
subject is in focus and your eye 
follows the objects in a zigzag 
motion.



Depth

This is depth because the puddle is 
narrowing as it goes down the sidewalk. 
Also, the poles holding the sidewalk 
covers are going all the way down the 
sidewalk.



Depth

This is depth because the objects 
and shadows layer on top of each 
other and leads your eye to the 
back.



Cropping

This is cropping because the subject in 
the mirror is focused, but you can see 
another subject holding the mirror and it 
is not in focus.



Cropping

This is cropping because the 
photographer is focusing in on one 
object, which is the trashcan.


